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The Word from Father Pat 
 

 

SYMBOLON—SESSION 6 
THE PASCHAL MYSTERY 
THE MYSTERY OF JESUS’ 
DEATH AND RESURRECTION 

 
Through Jesus’s Death on the Cross, 
God reveals himself most profoundly 
as the God who is Love.  In this 
episode of the Symbolon series, see 
how Christ’s sacrificial love saves us 
from sin and shows us the pathway to 
true human happiness. 

 

SIGN UP FOR FREE AT SMIP.FORMED.ORG 

W
A

T
C
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https://www.SMIP.FORMED.ORG
https://www.formed.org/
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La Palabra del Padre Pat 
 

(Continued on page 4) 

Słowo od Ojca Pat 

(Continued on page 4) 
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(Continued from page 3) (Continued from page 3) 

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday—       April 5, 2021 

Tuesday—      April 6, 2021 

Wednesday —    April 7, 2021 

Thursday—      April 8, 2021 

Friday—        April 9, 2021 

Saturday—      April 10, 2021 

Sunday—       April 11, 2021 

Scripture Readings 
For the Week of April 4, 2021 
 

Sunday 
Easter Sunday 
Solemnity of the Resurrection of the Lord 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 
Second Sunday of Easter 
Sunday of Divine Mercy 
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Please Remember to Pray for: 

If you would like to add or remove a name from the prayer list, please 
contact Pat Mander, Pastoral Minister at 815-436-2651 ext 893. 

In Memoriam 

Eternal rest grant unto 
them, O Lord, and Let 
perpetual Light shine 

upon them. 
 

Our faithful departed 
 

May they rest in peace. 
Amen. 

 

Prayer Intention Candles 

In Honor Of: Intentions: 

Intercessions for Life 

Word of Life 

Peticiones por La Vida 

Palabra de Vida 

https://www.cherryfish.com/candlelighting
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Faith, Fundraising and 
Community Outreach 

 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick after Mass. 

Lauren Henzel Making calls for the 
Capital Campaign 

Fr. Pat Mulcahy, Denise Rowan and Dana from Milano 
Bakery distributing Irish Soda Bread for St. Patrick’s Day 

and Zeppoli for St. Joseph’s Day.  Proceeds will fund 
Northern Illinois Food Bank’s Mobile Pantry. 

St. Mary’s Polish Ministry  
The Polish Ministry, as a part 
of our wonderful parish, is 
getting bigger and stronger.  
The pandemic is no match to 
the flowing Grace making us 
united in one Body of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  We continue to 
pray the Rosary, (now individually at our own 
homes), where each ministry member prays one 
decade every day. 
During Lent, our Polish Ministry was part of the 
Multi-lingual Stations of the Cross and the Good 
Friday Service. 
Every year, on Holy Saturday, SMIP community 
gathers to have the Easter baskets blessed. 
We invite everyone to join us at the Polish Mass in 
Church every Sunday at 12:45 PM. (Confession at 
12 PM). 

St. Mary’s Hosts Mobile Food Pantries  
- 5000 Families served during COV I D 

Pandemic - And still counting! 

St. Mary’s is the host site for a Mobile Food Pantry 
containing meats, fresh fruits and vegetables, as well 
as non-perishable items to feed 250 families in our 
community.  Anyone in need can visit these mobile 
pantries, no ID is required. 

Since March 2020 we have hosted monthly, and bi-
monthly 6 months, drive-thru style mobile pantries to 
help families affected by the restrictions imposed on 
our community. 

We partner with Catholic Charities and 
the Northern Illinois Food Bank in 
bringing these events to the community. 

https://smip.org/ministries/diversity-and-unity
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St. Mary Immaculate School 
In-person learning 5 days a week 

since August 
 

Learning and growing in a Christ-centered  
loving family environment 

 
#SMI says yes 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith Formation    -    Rigorous Curriculum    -    Extra Curricular Experiences    -    Technology 

Religious Education 
Grades K - 6 

 

 

 

 
Hand washing—masks on—six feet apart:  We did it all, and we did it well.  Nothing was going to 

keep us from Jesus!  Our families faithfully brought their children to class every week or picked up 
their materials every month.  The way we do things may have changed, but our relationship with 

Christ remained steadfast.  Come and join us. 

 
 
 
 

Registration for the 2021-2022 year is now open.  Call our office at 815-436-4501 
for information. 

https://www.smischool.org
https://smip.org/re
https://smip.org/re
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Confirmation 

Preparing for the 
Sacrament of 
Confirmation 

Caring for God’s creation 
—preserve clean up    

Feeding the Hungry 

Formation this year included in-person and 
homeschool class options, E-learning classes, online 
doctrine tests, Zoom lessons, virtual Parent-Teen 
classes, and at-home retreats. 

“We are having some great discussions” 
 - A homeschool parent 

Programming is for 7th and 8th grade 
students. 

Alternative programming for High School 
and Special Needs students. 

Registration opened March 22 for 
September classes. 

Happy Easter! 

Youth Ministry 
Lifeteen is our high school youth group which meets Sundays at 7:00 pm all year round.  We have 
discussions about topics that matter to teens, we play games and do social activities, we have 
mission trips and service projects, and we hold an annual retreat.  This is a great opportunity for 
any high school students who are at any point in their faith journey. 

 
Here is what some of the teens shared about their 
experiences in Lifeteen: 
 

 “Lifeteen and God can lead to community and 
friendship.” 

“Lifeteen is the start of a greater friendship with Jesus.” 

“Lifeteen can be your break from the 
craziness of daily life and allow you to 
take some time and really think about 
your faith and become closer to it.” 

 
 

We have mission trips planned for both Life teen and Young Church this summer! 

Lifeteen Mission trip Date:  July 24th                        Young Church* Mission Trip Date:  July 14th 

*Young Church is our middle school group 
for those in 6th - 8th grade. 

https://smip.org/confirmation
https://smip.org/lifeteen
https://smip.org/ministries/youth
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Adult Formation 
This winter in Adult Formation we continued offering studies 
that were conducted virtually.  
 
We began the new year examining the Sermon on the Mount 
and we had professor, writer and biblical scholar Dr. Amy Jill 
Levine join us for an evening where she fielded 
questions for over an hour. 
 

 
As we entered Lent we turned our focus to preparing for Holy Week by studying the 
days as presented in the Gospels with a study called: Entering the Passion. 
 
In an effort to begin to re-enter we held an "in-person" marriage preparation 
workshop. Four couples met with seven engaged couples as they prepare 
for married life. 

 
We also hosted virtual book discussions. In January we talked 
about the Irish influence on the Church in America with a book 
on "Dagger John".  Our upcoming book is  “Tattoos on the 
Heart”.  Father Gregory Boyle’s sparkling parables about kinship and the sacredness of life are 
drawn from twenty years working with gangs in LA. How do you fight despair and learn to meet 
the world with a loving heart? How do you overcome shame? Stay faithful in spite of failure?   
Join us for a discussion on this book on April 12th at 7:00 pm.  

Allies for Peace and Justice 
A New Ministry forming at St. Mary Immaculate 

Allies for Peace and Justice is a new ministry forming at St. 
Mary Immaculate to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the 
community and world around us.  The Allies are beginning 
with three working groups, with each group focusing on 
one priority of the Church’s social teaching.  More groups 
will form to focus on other priorities as interest and 
commitment grows.  The first three priorities selected by 
the group are:  
 

1. Pro-life issues from womb to tomb, with a particular focus on protecting the life of the 
children in the womb. 

2. Support for racial justice and promoting inclusion within the Church and society. 
3. Support for LGBT persons and outreach to their family members. 

 

In addition, an Allies Core Team is forming to coordinate our overall efforts of peace and justice, 
to provide parish education and formation, and to do projects not covered by the initial three 
priorities on an ad hoc basis. 
 

If you are interested in the causes of peace and justice, please consider joining this exciting new 
ministry at St. Mary Immaculate.  For more information contact Father John Regan at 
jregan@smip.org. 

https://smip.org/ministries/adult
mailto:jregan@smip.org
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Other Active Ministries 
Women’s Bible Study 

Our ministry provides women of our parish an 
opportunity to study scripture and learn how it can 
speak to you today.  You can experience the gift of 
coming together to study scripture and share your 
faith journey! 
Women’s Bible Study is a great way to meet other 
faithful women of our parish to share fellowship as 
you grow closer to Christ. 
All women are welcome to attend, no previous 
Bible study experience necessary. 
We offer both a morning and an evening session.  
Our next study is scheduled for the fall.   

Please watch the bulletin in late summer for 
information on our next study and how to 
register.  
If you have any questions regarding Women’s Bible 
Study, please feel free to contact Laurie Hovland 
at Llhovland@yahoo.com or Debbie Jaffray at 
debbiej@wideopenwest.com.  
 

Faithful Friends Prison Ministry 
We are a ministry that works with a larger group 
called Companions Journeying Together to match 
up men and women with an inmate looking for a 
pen pal. 
One of the Corporal Works of Mercy for our Catholic 
faith is to visit the imprisoned.  Our ministry fulfills 
this need by providing a friendship to someone who 
is lonely and in most cases abandoned by their loved 
ones.  You can be a light in someone’s life just so they 
know that someone is out there thinking about them 
and praying for them.   
The Pen Pal program uses every precaution for the 
safety of its members.  No personal information, 
including full name and address, is ever used.  
Correspondence are run through a P.O. Box.  While 
the point of this ministry is to provide the 
incarcerated with some companionship, our 
members get just as much out of the relationship.   

Pen Pals must be over 18 and we are looking for 
both men and women.  There is training and much 
support provided.  If you are interested please 
contact Gloria Cesario at gcrt@sbcglobal.net or 
Debbie Jaffray at debbiej@wideopenwest.com. 

Knights of Columbus 
Good Shepherd Council 5573 

The Knights of Columbus have been busy over the 
past three months with several fundraisers.  The last 
Sunday of January we held our Annual Knights 
Charities Breakfast with the support of Blueberry Hill 
Restaurant.  The following weekend we held our 
Annual Tamale Fest, which was very successful, 
thanks to Father Pat allowing us to use the Faith 
Sharing Room to prepare individual orders for pickup 
by the Cana Hall entrance. 
Our most recent efforts have been holding our 
Annual Lenten Fish Fries.  This activity could not have 
been possible without the approval of Father Pat and 
support of the parish staff.  While the Knights have 
not been able to conduct these activities as in past 
years, we greatly appreciate the support of 
parishioners from St. Mary Immaculate! 
Thank you to Father Pat and the parish staff along 
with all the individuals who financially supported our 
activities.  Your support will enable the Knights of 
Columbus to continue providing assistance to our 
Church and Church School and other needy groups 
in our community.   

God Bless you all during this Most Holy Season. 

Fishers of Men 

Fishers of Men is a diocesan-sponsored organization with a 
mission to create solid, Christ-centered men’s groups in every 
parish. 

Fishers of men at SMI is a diverse group of Catholic men,  
inviting men of all ages in and around our communities to 
experience Jesus Christ every Saturday morning as well as other 
scheduled opportunities.   

Our group meets for 90 minutes Saturday mornings, is radically 
hospitable, open to men of other faiths, allows confidential deep 
sharing, intently studies/reflects on the Sunday scriptures, 
openly prays, laughs and sings.  We have grown from 7 guys to 
20+ at our meeting and over 50 men who have attended at 
different times.  But the call to action doesn’t end at 8:30 am 
every Saturday. 

 We involve ourselves in the greater community in service 
projects, prayer time at Planned Parenthood, food delivery 
drops, Feed My Starving Children, Sunshine Club (random 
acts of kindness/prayer) and jobs around the parish. 

 Guys connect during the week with inspirational messages 
and words of encouragement for brothers in need of 
prayers or other crises. 

We invite every man of every age and ethnicity, whether actively 
engaged in your faith or have no faith, to consider coming to a 
Saturday morning meeting and see for yourself what might be 
missing in your life. 
Questions?  Contact Matt Trusk 
630.738.0081 
welcomematt@comcast.net  

mailto:Llhovland@yahoo.com
mailto:debbiej@wideopenwest.com
mailto:gcrt@sbcglobal.net
mailto:debbiej@wideopenwest.com
https://smip.org/ministries/catholic-chartered-organizations
https://smip.org/ministries/catholic-chartered-organizations
https://smip.org/ministries/adult/
mailto:welcomematt@comcast.net

